

      JavaScript is disabled on your browser.
      Please enable JavaScript to use all the features on this page.
      [image: ]
    

Skip to main contentSkip to article
[image: Elsevier logo]





	Journals & Books

	


	Search



RegisterSign in






	View PDF
	Download full issue

Search ScienceDirect










[image: Elsevier]
Health Policy
Volume 143, May 2024, 105053

[image: Health Policy]

The role of the health sector in tackling climate change: A narrative review
Author links open overlay panelZeynep Or, Anna-Veera Seppänen


Show moreShare


Cite




https://doi.org/10.1016/j.healthpol.2024.105053Get rights and content
Under a Creative Commons license
open access


Highlights

	•Healthcare sector contributes significantly to global warming, and its impact will increase with increasing demand for care.

	•There is growing evidence on effective green interventions which can be introduced by care providers.

	•These need to be generalised and supported by environmentally sustainable healthcare delivery strategies.

	•Efforts to reduce carbon footprint of healthcare can provide significant economic, organizational and health benefits.




Abstract
Climate change is one of the largest threats to population health and has already affected the ecosystem, food production, and health and wellbeing of populations all over the world. The healthcare sector is responsible for around 5 % of greenhouse gas emissions worldwide and can play a key role in reducing global warming.
This narrative review summarized the information on the role of healthcare systems in addressing climate change and strategies for reducing its negative impact to illustrate different types of actions that can support the ecological transformation of healthcare systems to help reaching sustainable development goals.
A wide range of green interventions are shown to be effective to reduce the carbon footprint of healthcare and can have a meaningful impact if implemented systematically. However, these would not suffice unless accompanied by systemic mitigation strategies altering how healthcare is provided and consumed. Sustainable healthcare strategies such as reducing waste and low-value care will have direct benefits for the environment while improving economic and health outcomes. The healthcare sector has a unique opportunity to leverage its position and resources to provide a comprehensive strategy for fighting climate change and improving population health and the environment on which it depends.
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